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HAS BIGFOOT RETURNED 'fO NORTHEAST OHIO? 

Recently, we have heard through source� that eome­

thing 7� feet tall is roaming the vicinity of Newcomers­
town, Ohio. In fact, footprints have been discovered that 
are at least 14 inches long and 7 inches wide. Don Keating 
has been investigating the incidents. At this nrinting, 
no name5 have been made public. 

Tuscarawas County Sheriff Harold MeKiJmn.ie 
s 
James F riel, of 
another call. 

/ 

Researcher, Tom Archer Mlled me last week to report 
on what he had. Archer explained that people are not 
willing to talk with investigators. He also �tated that 
there has been recent activity in Minerva, but those 
witnesses are unw�lling to talk. (For those who may not 
be aware of the past activity in Minerva, refer to my 1979 ca se study llrx:FJ.) The min reason for all the silence A..._...�·"·-� 

is due to the "vigilante factor" and witness hara�sment 
by unprofessional investigators. 

It would be wrong to make an assessment on these 
events at present without further information. Hopefully, 
more details will become available in the future. If any­
one else has more on this, please pass i t  along. 

Source: T. Archer 

LoVF....LAND FROG P..EKIIIDLED 

In CREATURE CHRONICLES #4, I reviewed this etrange 
case of a lizzard-type animal that mBnifested itself 
to a pair of Loveland police officers on two seperate 
occ a 5sions. Now, following two article� in the local 
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paper, both of their real names have been made public. I would also like to note 
that the 8tory in this paper ie incorrect. (see clippings) 

It now appear5 that there is allegedly more witneseee from the 1950'� to 
the present. However, this researcher is having problems obtaining further 
information, as the newspaper's editor claims witness confidentiality and 
ie very evasive. My intuition saye publicity hoax to advertise the city of 
Loveland &nd the s cenic Little Miami River trail, but then neople are seein� 
something. 

When we first interviewed the police officers yeare back, we diemi5sed the 
iguana hypothesis, because it was much too cold. Contrary to wh8t the n�­

piece says, the officer'e eightings wer� during the firet week or March, 1972, 
n ot in July. 



RECOMMENDED REA DING: CHAJ.!P - BEYOND THE LEGEND by JOSEPH \'l. ZARZTN�I ao 1984 Bnnnister Publications I�BN 0-9168P.5-00-1 $8.95 + $1.?5 postage. N.r. residents arld 7% tax. 
For those of you who wonder why I do not elabor.ete more on a�uatic creAtures 

in this publication the answer i� two fold. First of a ll , the Ohio v�lley 1� 
not known for such activity. Secondly, there are mAny leadin� authoritie� in 
the world that specialize in this research and oroduce fine publications. 

One such figure is Jo�eph Zarzynski. He is the editor of 'Ape man' Champ Channels; a newsletter that deals with Chamo; the alle�ed 
creature of Lgke Champlain. Zarr' � book de�l� with thi� sa�14 k } with objectivity and somewh"t a scientific method. There is no S e eton 
sensationali�m, just the facts ae reported to him. There iG . 
geographical and biological backround infonnation to heln the offers clues reader understand the possibilitie� for Champ'� exsistance. 
To order : M-Z Information, Box 2129, Wilton , N.Y. 12866 
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Alleged dog-sized frog on loose $16•95) 
Br Eric Spangler 

Staff Repomr 
Look out Nessie, Loveland bas a rumor 
that will make you croak . 

While Scotland's Loeb Ness Monster 
may be famous worldwide, Loveland's 
peuis tenl " L ittle Miami River 
M onster" rum·or bas bee:1 quietly 
banging around on the lips of this city 
for years. 

Exactly what tht' "monster" is. no 
one is quite sure. But through various 
aightings, usually at night along the 
normally calm Little M iami river, 
many people now believe the monster 
is a large frog. 

The rumors go back many yean, said 
ont' businessman who refused to be 
identified .  A life·long Loveland resi· 
dent, the man said be first heard the 
tale of a large frog living in the river in 
the 1950s. 

"lt'a been aomething that's been 
around for a Ion' time, '' he aaid. 
"Usually it was luds who have seen 
this thing and nobody believed them. " 

But the "monster'' gained notoriety. 
if not fame, in .luly of 1972 when two 
Loveland police oificers apotteci the 
creature on two separate occasions. Of· 
hce.r Ray Schocke first saw the 
cruture in a field on Twightwee Road 
and told other officers about the 
aightiDg. 

Two days later, officer Mark Mat· 
thews saw it and fir� his service 
revolver at the animal. Matthews bu 
aince started his o•·n business and 
moved to Florida and Schocke , wbo is 
still with the Loveland police depart· 
ment, refuses to discuss tht sighting. 

"Those two officers took a lot of 
flack about the sighting back then." 
aaid another busineumen. who wisb€d 
not to be identified .. People made fun of 
both the of� icers and the city. ht u id. 

Matthews, in a 1983 inte:-view, iden · 
tified the creature as an iguana. Une•Jre 
initially of what he au·. Matthews had 
a zoo curntor help him identify what be 
laW. 

"You can buy them (iguana s ) at 
Shillitos or in a pet store. but they're 
little, .. he said. "When you aee one two 
f�t long, you don't k.no•· what it is." 

Matthews nplained that be wished 
the incident never happened. "That 
tbin'fC't out of hand and was blown all 
out o proportion. It wean 't any big 

dtal," he said ... It was li�e standing in 
a field and bombs were dropping 11ll 
around you.'' 

The rumor bas continued to persist 
aince then, but local! p�oplt! have bef·r. 
very reluctant to spttk publicly a�:1ut 
the rumor. . 

But now. after an increased number 
of sigbtings over tht past t••o years. a group of about 20 bu6tnes!"e3 have :e.:s­
ed $2,000 for the capturt: of th is 
creature by legal mf3n� and arc oHt>r· 
ing $50 for a photog raph of the anima! 
" The businesamtn drn 't 1unt to be 
laughed at," aaid the spokesperson fo� 
the businessmen . 

"Nobody wan�s � lock atupid . " he 
said. But after tbe opening of the Little 
Miami River Bike Trail, more a!'ld mor� 
ad�lts have been seeing something 
very hir�� near tht river, he said. "We 
know it s  there. \Vt just •·ant to find 
out what it is and how big it is.'' 

Two wteks ago, 1 pair of boys were 
skipping atones arro�s thE' river whtn 
�bey sa• what they de!!:cribed ash very 
large fro� ... I thought it was a boulder 
at first, ' 11id the ll·year·old -.·ho did 
not want to be identifiE>d. "Then it 
jumped and I y;as sure it •·01s a frog." 
he said. · 

The bol descibed the frog as e.boul 
the size o a big dott and about four -fet>t wide. 

"There is no way a frog could gro-... 
that big," said Dave Jardine. bead of 
reptiles fo·r the Cincinnati Zoo. "I wi�h 
there wa!, though. becau!e I'd be out 
there look in' for it."· 

Under opt1mum feeding conditions. a 
normal bullfrog •ould grow wide ot its 
girth, or only about tbe •ize of a cofft>e 
aaucer, he aaid. 

But whatever the creature mry be, 
Lovelar.ders an certain that Ness ie i<� 
turning gret!n witb envy, and meyb!' 
even bopping mad about t.he renewed 
int.ere!.t tn tbe Lovtland frog 
(Copyri&bt-1985·Cmcinnlti t'uburbs:1 
PreJ�} · 

Lovel8nd Herald ( Ohio ) 7/18/85 
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PEKING (AP) -The discov­
ery in qortheast China of an 
almost � .akeleton of an 
"ape man" o! about 1 million to 
fnQ,OOO B.C. J�rovides new clues 
as t.o bow modern man'a direct 
predecessor looked and moved. 
an archaeologist aays. 

Peking Unive:"'!ity ��.�e::--!.J­
gist Lu Zun'€r's team found tht­
homo erectus fossils on Sept. 21 
in a eave at the foot of Gold Ox 
Hill in Yinkou County, Liaoning 
Province. 

The official ·Engli sh - I an ­

guage China Daily quoted Lu 
last w�k as a&yiug the "unprec­
edented" f'md enables scientists 
to reassess "a crucial Btep in 
human evolution." 

-SPECULATION �bout the 
upright posture and w&lk.ing gait 
�! homo erectua now an be test­
ed, he said. The homo erectus 
preceded homo •piens, modern 
man, and advanced evolution by 
developing the ·wte of fire and 
atone tools. _ · 

Lu said uniqUe specimens of 
hand, foot. 8pine, rib �d a.rm 
bones, and all the head bones 
ex�pt the lower jaw were in-: 
eluded in the skeleton discovered 
at L;�<'ning� 400 miles northeut 
d Peking. 

.. Bones of the hands and ulna 
tarm), spin• and hip ar� indis­
pensable for �rch o.n -early 
Jna.n's ability eo move his gpper 
body and � .»ae his bands in 

· workinK, �·- ally in ma.kin_e 
·Atools.n Lo . ..... _ ! ·: •.• . _ .:: : 

• 
.. . . o: � ·• ·<(, . . • 

�� ....m ·· �� ·� .heftd bO �:: ·.y· wUl .PI� 
·more Tt.liabh ,tiata !er �n-

�nte���a� ·-,11 ' !J.oJPO.��- ��n . �acity ·aaa .. inth 'tile 
· tt.l � tioru�hip },et'Ween tooth wu r 
..• d agl':·.-�id. ' -

. · Lu Uid ile �"rneCfisd. to :find 
}inore r��lt .G� oi" ifiitl. 



·Ford Auto Parts Arrive 
Equipped With Spiders 

TlE ASSOClA TED PRESS cur ator at the University of 
Michigan's ZoolOIY Museum in 
Ann Arbor. The spiders' bltes 
u sually aren't deadly, but 
sympt-oms include ch11ls, !ever, 
s weating, a b dominal cramps, 
vomiting and pain. 

DETROIT -Polaonous black 
widow spiders have been rtdtng 
the ralls and highways from a 
plastics plant tn Mextco t-o a 
Ford plant tn Michigan where 
they pop out of parts on aa­
aem bly ltnes and scare workers. 

·�you are bitten by a black 
widow, you w111 know tt," Cam­
e ron said. "You'll be sick, really 
slck, for two days and then lt'll 
be over." 

At least two dozen black 
widows have been found since 
June 25 In dashboard parts 
aent t-o a Ford Mot-or Co. plas­
tics plant In Sallne, Mtc h., 
company and United Auto 

Ford's efforts to stop the 
unwanted lmmtgrant.s have In­
cl u ded ringing lts 175,000-
square-foot Carplast1cs Plant 
in Monterrey, Mexico, with a 
three-!oot-wtde strip of 1nsec­
tlclde, fumigating racks tn 
Monterrey and Sal1ne, hand 
inspecting the dash board parts 
and t-orching the racks to burn 
out the spiders. 

ThiAr..a-.d"­
A .,_fVING UNCORN,• or �t, tf you w11. poses wtth a� 
trom the Rif9ing Bro1. 8amum & a.ley arcus. 

. Workers u nion ofttclals said 
Tuesday. 

�ere bas been no tn.Jury 
as a Tesult of any of this, but tt 
obvtousiy is thoroughly disqui­
eting," Ford spokesman WU­
Itam Selover said. 

Circus Showing Goat · 

In Unicorn's Clothing 

unte sorting racks (holdtng 
the parts) apparently have hol­
low tubing and the suspi cion 1s 
that these spiders were hJtch­
htklng ln the tubing,'' he sa.td. 

:- - Black widows are about the 
a1ze of a .erape and are charac­
tert&ed by a red h ourglass 
ahape on tbelr be lUes, accord­
Jna � H. D. Cameron, �hnld 

The company now 1s dip­
ping the parts racks 1n Insecti­
cide before loading them on 
trucks and rall cars for ship­
ment. 

n£ ASSOOA TED PRESS 
NEW YORK-After a careful 

r�d�ral tnspectJon. hert'l Ult \'er­
dlct on t.he atar or Ull.l ,.ear'a cir­
cus: It's a coat. but U JOU want to 
call It a unicorn, lt'a a unicorn. 

Dr. Gerald Toms, u..: �T.B. Acrt­
cultur� Dep&rt.ment'a cbiei .. &.ert­
na.rlan In Albany, said Wedne:W\ay 
that t.h� '11vtng unicorn" now .;.• 
Madison Square Garden wttb the 
Rlngltng Br05. Barnum &c Bailey 
Circus 1s a coat and wu medically 
altered u a kid to rtn It a alngl� 
horn. llie the centJe creatures of 
fabl�. 

The a&mt coes for three under­
atudles. sa1d Toms, who aent. fed· 
eral tnapectora to examine the 
animals Tue� evenlnc but did 
not personally tn.spect them. 

He uJd It was probable that 
t.h� goata .uttered no p&1D or cru­
elty. and UlU l.be7 are �Inc 
weli-\Z'e&\ecnty &.he etreua. 

"Don't Let UM OrtDchea 8\eal 
the Fantu,.... aid U\e ad. "Come 

-8ft For YoW'"8elf: Tbe Ltt1.nc Uni­
corn!" 

John Kullbefl, the direc-.or of 
the American Society for the Pre­
nnllon of Cruelty &o Animals 
who had uked for \be federal tn­
�Uon, aid \be A8PCA would 
not ch� the drc\11 wttb cruelty 
t.o animals. 

Ron Schaffner 
P.O.Box 335 
Love land, OH •5140 

Sea Creature 
May Be Real 81nce -rbe On&Seat Show on 

Earth" opened lut week, t.he 
�?�,; &nU ..-.1mal :.ov� haft 
denounced the unicorn promo- CLEVELAND-Recent reports of a 
uon u. boU.. � allepd Ult cargantuan, unldentlflable creature 
costa had been aubJeded to lnhu- awtmmtng tn Late Erte shouldn't be 
mane lmplanu of bulb' bonu. 1 to bl 1 Clrcua Yke prealden t Allen taken Ughtly, accord ng 0 OCY pro-
Bloom re� that the c�t.uft'a tessor Andrew White. 
bona wu "'ll"ltn&, Yital Uuue, not White, of John Carroll Untventty, an �laD&." and Toma .,-reed. 

said the fact that the people making 'nle ,.,-.ertnartan _,.. \be p.ta 
appur_.. &o b�•• andercone a the reports ha•e seemed aenulnely 
aunple .,-an tD whkll � own scared means thetr accounts can't be natural born was made 1.o crow tn 

dt.smt.ssed as tall tales. . aD�� ��=lr ��t�� The somethini they saw 11 pneral­
dOD.e bJ a co�\ent penon, it'a ly described tn terms that make tt :=:a1.11 a .tmple u.ue �" he sound Ute the sea serpents pictured on 

J·m ctac1 1re 10t a clean bUI of antique maps. 
hot th trom tM AcrtcuJt.ure De- . Roy Mackal of Chtca&o, a former 
par\menL. .. aid Debbie Unde, a blolo&y professor and one of the 
c.1rcx: r=�� P.T. B&rnum . 1 founden Of the lnt.ern&tlonal

h
8oc��y 

the ctrcu� aupped up Ita tu b- 1 of Cryptozoolo&y, theorizes t at w&e 
Ulumpanc wtth a new, rull-pqe 1 animal mlfht be a sea snake, which 
wwapaper ad to cub t n  on the 

could have entered Ule lake via t.be St. �- j.· Lawrence Seaway.
.. 

. -· · . 

Cincinnati Enouirer ( Ohio ) 6/17/85 

The last splder was seen a 
week ago, nearly a month after 
an assembly worker at the Sa­
line plant tlrst discovered one. 

Cincinn8ti Enouirer (Ohio) 
7/24/85 

Roots for frog tale 
lie in lizard lore? 

011e r•ce11t •ource of a 
Loveland lro8 legend may dau 
baclr to an incident r.corded iD • 
1171 J .. ue o/ tbe Loveland 
H•rald. An excerpt loJJo,,. ... 

LOVELAND 1 a.d N!:!aater 
Found? 

Oac:e apin the Little Miami 
River monater had reared ita ue· 
ly head. Thia time it waa fooad 
iD the front 7ard of a home oa 

1 Aaachuta Drive. 
The naideat waa nturnlna 

home from t.he arocery atore 
when abe aaw the mooat..r in her 
)'&rd. She acreamed and ran iot.o 
the houae. Att..r ealminc herMlf 
and tellioc herself abe waa beinc 
a Illy, abe went outaide to lnapect 
"the thine". She deacrlbed it u 
haviDI ODe lee. DO hair, red iD 
color, apooge·like and dead. 

She called t.he police, who abe 
aaid came and inpect.ed k, and 
told ba.r 'if no one· claim.ci it 
within 30 daya , •he could have 
lt'. They left. leavina the 
monater b.biod. Sbe then called 
her brother, a member of t.he fire 
d e p a rt m e nt. Ne iabb o ra 
pther.d to view the mouater. 

Later. another police crui•� 
arrived. After it left. abe aait. 
t.he mooater waa gone. 

Oae pereoo familiar witb tht 
river, aaid it may have been 
.ame type of li.urd, k.nown 
locally u water do & or water 
puppy. He aaid the luard ia red, 
baa cilia, and live• both in water 
and on land. 

Whatever thia poor creature 
waa, dead or alive, w�·ra certain 
we have not heard the Jut of tht 
Little Miami River monster. 
Att..r all, Loeb N ua baa had it' 
mo nater for yeara, and th� 
Abominable Sno..,.man h atill 
w a n d e r i n g abou't tbe 
Himalayaa. Loveland'• monat.f>r 
baa • lot of aood yaara left t.o 
make it.Nlf known, to cro• and 
enrich. it.nlf wit.b ace. A a It baa 
been aaid, "You're not ceuiog 
older, )'OU' re aettin& b.tur ·' • 

LovelAnd Her8ld (Ohio) 7/1B/B5 



Disease Proves 
Folklore Right 
'Va111pires,' 'Werewolves' 
Suffer Blood Affliction 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS can Association for the Ad­

vancement of Science. LOS ANGELES-People who 
Dolphin said people wtth once were shunned as vam-

the disease "learn that when ptres or werewolves may actu-
the sun comes up, you go in­ally have �en afflicted by a 
stde. One of the better clinical rare disease that is aggravated 
treatments 1s an Injection of by sunlight and ·garltc, and 
heme, the red pigment tn leaves its victims wtth promt-
blood. My theory !s the.t !n the nent teeth, hairy faces and 
Middle Ages, 1f you couldn't get pain, a c hemist reported 
an injection of heme- which Thursday. 

1 • th t .. When you suffer from this you clearly cou dn t- e nex 
disease (porphyria) and you go best thing would be to drink a 
out In the sunshine, you get lot of blood." 
badly disfigured, just awful THE IDEA of using garllc to 

keep vampires away may stem loss of sktn, and your nose can 
from the fact 1t contains di-fall off," said David Dolphin, a 
alkyl disult1de, which 1s very chemistry professor at the 

.similar to chemicals that se­University of British Columbia. 
verely aggravate porphyria by 

"ALL SORTS of nasty dam- destroying a heme protein 
age occurs," he added ... Fingers called cytochrome P450, Dol­
can fall off. It looks Uke you phln sald. That would give por­
have paws instead or hands. phyria victims reason to avoid 
Although your teeth get no garlic, he added. 
larger, your Ups and gums get Norine Dresser, who teaches 
very taut so your teeth are folklore at California State 
more prominent. To cap all of Universt�y-Los Angeles, called 
this, the people who suffer the vampire-werewolf theory 
from this form of the disease .. wonderful. It just valldates 
become hairy." the whole notion that within 

Porphyria, an inherited dis- folklore there 1s truth." 
ease, Is. caused by a maltunc- · Dr. Nathan Bass, an assls­
tionlng ot the body's ab111ty to tant professor of medicine at 
create heme, or red blood pig- t,Jle University of Californta­
ment. People who suffer from San Francisco, expressed skep­
the disease tod a y  can . be ttcism about the theory, saying 
tceated with blood pigment .. , that "t.o try to elaborate every 

Scientists have previously aspect of the vampire and 
suggested that the werewolves werewolf myth based on what 
of folklore may have been vtc- we understand of the chemis­
Ums of a rare form or porphyr- try of the disease would be re­
ta, said Dr. Jerry Gardner or ally stretching tt." 
the National Inst1tutes of Bass sald he doubted people 
Health. But Dolphin ex.tended w tth porphyria would have 
the theory to vampires during craved blood, and knows of no 

·a Thursday sympo�tum at the victims who were harmed by 
·annual meeting of the Amert- earltc. 

�·- -

Cincinnati Enquirer (Ohio) 
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Mutilations Blamed 
On Satan Worshippers 

MARYSVILLE, Ohlo-Otftcials say 
•croups that worship Satan may be to 
. blame tor as many as 1JlO animal mutt­

lat.tons in Union County, and that 
teen-agers appear t.o be particular tar­
,ets for recruitment by the cultlsts. 
Union County Sheriff's Deputy John V. 
Lala aaid his tnvestlgatton indicates 
cultists often torture lambs, dogs and 
other animals before sacrificing them, 
then eat the animals' flesh and drink 
their blood. 

Cincinnati Enouirer (Ohio) 
4/16/RS 

Coyote Bounty Bill 
A Howling Success 

COLUMBUS, Ohio-With barks and 
hoots that traditionally accompany 
consideration of bllls dealing wtth dogs, 
the House Thursday approved by an 84-7 
vote legislation to permit counties to of­
fer $50 bounties for· the capture or kUl­
ing . of coyotes and "coydogs." 

Even before sponsoring Rep. Jack 
Cera, D-Bellatre, began his floor speech, 
he knew from the sounds and laughter 
ln the chamber that he was ln for some 
&ood-natured kidding. 

••Thank y ou, Mr. Speaker. I hope 
those were atttrmatlve (barks)," Cera 
joked. "I can't tell you how much I've 
looted forward to thts, Mr. Speaker." 

The animals have been accuaed of 
causing costly damage to farm livestock. 
The b111 now goes to the Senate. 

CincinnAti Ennuirer (Ohio) 
5/10/85 

Hefty Slave Labor 
FROM ENQUIRER WIRES 

Certain species of ants ltve 
solely on slave labor, enslaving 
other ants for ltfe. A typical colo­
ny or 3,000 western slavemaking 
ants may have more than 6,000 
slaves working for lt, say� Nation­
al Geographic. 

Cincinneti Ennuirer (Ohio� 
4/10/85 
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